Wednesday, February 26, 2003
Exodus 28:1 – 29:46

God was and is holy. The priests demonstrated God’s relationship with His people through their appearance and actions. The tribes saw their names go before the Lord through the stones on Aaron’s clothing. Along with the ark of the covenant and the tabernacle, the priests assured the people that God’s presence and caring love would never leave them.


The Urim and Thummim puzzle historians. By them Aaron received God’s answers for the people but how the answers were determined was never written in scripture. The use of Urim and Thummim disappeared a few hundred years later around the time the prophets began proclaiming God’s word. Why would God use the Urim and Thummim?  Perhaps it was so that the people would have a visual demonstration of God working in their midst.

The clothing and actions of the priests demonstrated the holiness of God. The people learned that sin separated them from God and that special actions were required in order to be worthy of entering His presence. Not only did the priests dress in symbols, they were consecrated to their duty through a special ceremony. Again the people saw the seriousness of sin and the uniqueness of their God. 

As we look back on these practices we should remember that we have the historical perspective of people who already know the fulfillment of all of these images of God’s promises.  We know that only God could perform the actions required to become worthy of His presence. Our visual aid is Jesus and the cross. He was the final unblemished lamb of sacrifice. 


Much of the symbolism in these chapters will stay foggy in our minds, but the main concepts that God is holy and separate; that seeking His answers is of great importance; that sin must be dealt with in order to approach Him; that the final sacrifice through which God would meet His people was fulfilled in Jesus. These are realities in which we can rejoice. 
